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DISCLAIMER LEGAL NOTICES
Although the author and publisher have made every effort to ensure that the
information in this book was correct at press time, the author and publisher do
not assume and hereby disclaim any liability to any party for any loss, damage, or
disruption caused by errors or omissions, whether such errors or omissions result
from negligence, accident, or any other cause.
This publication is not intended
to use as a source of legal or account
advice. The purchaser or reader
resumes all responsibility for the use
of these materials and information.
The author does not warrant the
performance or effectiveness of any
sites stated in the book. All links are
for educational purposes only and are
not warranted for content, accuracy or
any other implied or explicit purpose.
Adherence to all applicable laws and
regulations, federal, state, and local,
governing
professional
licensing,
business practices, advertising, and all
other aspects of doing business in the
United States or any other jurisdiction is
the sole responsibility of the purchaser

or reader.
This publication is meant as a guide
only. The figures used are to demonstrate
the sums of money that could be made
and there is no guarantee that by
following this guide you will make the
figures published or indeed any money at
all. We hold no responsibility for income
(or lack there of) that you generate.
The author and publisher assume no
responsibility or liability on behalf of the
purchaser or reader of these materials.
I cannot personally vouch for any of
the affiliate programs in this guide not
for their reliability, ethics or morals. You
should do your own due diligence and
research before promoting.

Affiliate Disclaimer
Per the FTC’s recent policy update that requests we be transparent about any and
all affiliate relations we may have in this guide, you the visitor or customer, should
assume that any and all links in this guide are affiliate links. If you utilize these links
and visit the resulting site, a cookie may be set in your web browser that will cause us
to receive compensation if you make a purchase.

Resell Rights
You do NOT have any resell / reprint / distribution rights to this guide.
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introduction
Do you want to rank in the search engines and drive
passive traffic but no idea how?
Worried whatever you do will do more damage to your
site than good?
Tried to rank already but just can’t get anywhere near
that first page?
I know how that feels all too well.

If you don’t
you don’t

rank ,

get traffic .

Your site doesn’t make money and you’re never
going to be able to become a full time niche
marketer.

But don’t worry:
In this guide you’re going to learn how to use SEO to drive massive traffic to your
site.
From the basics of keyword research and on page SEO to the types of links to build
to how to steal your competitors rankings.

All you have to do is read on...
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HOW TO DO SEO FOR YOUR
NICHE SITE THE RIGHT WAY
Are you thinking about creating a niche website, or have one
that isn’t performing well in organic search?
If so, then you may need to...

Get back to

basics .

The basics of

search engine
optimization, that is.

In this post, we’re going to look at four ingredients that make up the perfect SEO
strategy, and how your SEO strategy can help shape everything you do for your
niche website.
Just like any great recipe, remember that you can’t leave out an ingredient and
expect the same delicious results!

The Four ingredients to follow are essential, so no
skipping around!

FIND THE BEST KEYWORDS TO
DOMINATE YOUR NICHE
Let’s start with keyword research.
Keyword research can help you at any stage of niche website ownership.
Because who doesn’t want a potential list of 800+ keywords related to their
niche?
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First, you should start with the leader of free keyword research tools: Google
AdWords Keyword Planner.
You will need a Google account to use it, and you will need to have signed up
for Google AdWords.
Even if you never create an ad using their platform, you need that account to
access this tool.
If you’re not a fan of GAKP, you can check out this post to see other keyword
research tools in action.
Once you’re in, you will enter the niche you are interested in search for new
keyword and ad group ideas.
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On the next screen, click on the Keyword Ideas tab.
Look for the Download button and click on it to get all 800 ideas exported to a
spreadsheet of your choosing.

In the resulting spreadsheet, I like to keep the Keyword, Avg. Monthly
Searches, and Suggested Big columns and delete the rest.
Then I label a new column called Plan and sort the spreadsheet to show the
most searched keywords first.
From here, I like to do a quick assessment of what I can do with each keyword
closely related to my niche. In my mind, there are a few options.
■ Create specific content types including blog post, resource page,
video, podcast, lead magnet, ebook, etc.
■ Create a physical, digital, or info product.
■ Find affiliate products.

6

SEO Traffic Hacks by Nichehacks | © NicheHacks.com

So in the Plan column, I go through and see what I can do with each keyword.

What do you learn from this exercise if you are creating a new niche website?
You will either get a ton of great inspiration into how you will create and
monetize your niche website.
Or, you will find out that you aren’t as interested in the topic as you thought,
and you move along to another niche topic.
If you already have a niche website on this topic but have been stuck on what
to do with it next, you should get some new inspiration from this exercise.
You should have more ideas on what content to create, products to create, or
affiliate products to promote.
For those that haven’t bought a domain yet, you can utilize your new keyword
list to find a great domain name for your new niche website.
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You can use tools like Long Tail Pro to find domains that match your niche
keyword, or try different queries on sites like DomainsBot.

The difference between the two is that Long Tail Pro will find available
domains for you, saving you time and guesswork.

On the other hand, DomainsBot can help you find some premium domains to
invest.
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If you choose the latter option, be sure to do a quick search on Archive.org to
see what content has been on the site before.
Also do a quick search on Link Explorer to see what backlinks the site has.
You don’t want to spend thousands on a domain that has a bad history.

DEVELOP CONTENT THAT GETS
YOUR WEBSITE RANKED FOR TOP
KEYWORDS IN YOUR NICHE
While filling out the Plan column of your keyword research spreadsheet, you
should have come up with lots of content ideas.
Why is content so important?
Because you are probably sitting there with a list of 800 keywords. You’re not
going to rank your homepage for hundreds of keywords.
But you can create a piece of content for each of the top keywords and
optimize those pieces of content to rank in search. Then, your website as a
whole can rank for hundreds of keywords.
The next step is learn how to create content for niches you are not familiar
with. Then organize your ideas and get them developed.
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GROW YOUR EMAIL LIST WITH A LEAD
MAGNET
If you plan to build an email list and sell to it, you
will want to create your lead magnet first.
Most people start blogging and driving traffic to their website, but all of that
traffic isn’t going to amount to anything in the long run if you aren’t capturing
their email addresses.
What does this have to do with SEO?
If you have lead magnet on your website from the very beginning, you can
build lots of great internal links to their squeeze pages while building your list.
And if it is a great lead magnet, others will start linking to it too.
For our origami website, the first lead magnet maybe a guide to selecting the
best origami paper for your projects.
Remember how we marked origami paper as affiliate products in the Plan
column of the keyword research spreadsheet?
We’re going to take a keyword that gets an estimated 18,100 searches
per month and create a lead magnet optimized for that keyword that links
people to origami paper sold on Amazon and by other vendors with affiliate
programs.
What does this have to do with SEO?

SEO + lead generation + revenue generation = niche website win.

BUILD NICHE AUTHORITY WITH
PILLAR PAGES
Pillar pages are the pages on your website that
lead visitors to specific pieces of themed content.
For example, if you plan to create a lot of content about how to make origami
animals, you would want a Pillar Page to list out all of those articles.
For some niches, an FAQ page can also make for a great pillar page. You can
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see how different pieces of content are linked throughout the FAQ page here.
What does this have to do with SEO? Pillar pages make great link bait. Plus,
they offer great internal links to your posts.

RANK ALL YOUR NICHE KEYWORDS
WITH BLOG POSTS
Once you have your lead magnet and pillar page concepts fleshed out, you will
be able to decide which content to create first.
You can start out with your how to articles or videos on how to create specific
origami animals based on the keyword phrases that had the most average
searches per month.
You can use the tools suggested in this post to come up with great post titles
around each of your main keyword phrases.
Each of those pieces of content will have an opt-in for your guide to buying
origami paper, which is something everything an aspiring origami enthusiast
needs to buy.
Each how-to piece will be linked to on your pillar page.
And each how-to piece will link back to your pillar page.
What does this have to do with SEO? You’re building great pieces of content to
rank well for specific keywords, and you’re building great internal links to and
from each.

GENERATE REVENUE WITH
AFFILIATE-RICH RESOURCE PAGES
Somewhere in your keyword list, there should be a great keyword phrase that
can be used for your resource page.
Your resource page is the one that you link to all of the affiliate products that
fit your niche.
For example, you might look at the keyword you designated as an ebook, how
to make origami, and decide that now, you want to also make that a How to
Make Origami Resources page instead.
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What does this have to do with SEO?
You’re using a keyword phrase that, if you rank well, will give you a ton of
traffic to a page with lots of affiliate earning potential. Again, SEO + revenue
generation = niche website win.
If you need some help with your content, you might want to look at using
some of these great content marketing tools to get your content development
moving.

OPTIMIZE YOUR CONTENT FOR YOUR
TOP KEYWORDS SO SEARCH ENGINES
KNOW WHAT YOUR PAGES ARE
ABOUT
Every post or page on your website will need to be optimized for search
engines. Fortunately, it’s not as difficult as you think it is.
Start by having your keyword research spreadsheet handy.
If you have a WordPress (self-hosted) website, download and install the Yoast
WordPress SEO plugin.
Once you do this, go to the Titles & Meta item under the SEO menu in your
dashboard.

Click on the homepage tab and set your SEO title and meta description for
your website’s homepage.
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Then, on every post or page you create, find the WordPress SEO settings.
Use this to analyze your content and pages for the specific keywords you are
targeting and to configure your SEO settings.

The goal is to have your main keyword phrase in your SEO title and meta
description.
The keyword phrase should be in the opening paragraph, last paragraph, and
naturally throughout your content in every post or page.
You should also have a minimum of one image on each post or page, and that
image should have your keyword phrase in the filename and the ALT text.
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For those that are not using the WordPress software on your own domain, you
will need to find ways to optimize your pages for SEO.
Fortunately, even the simplest platforms allow you to enter a title for your
website and each of your pages.
These will be your SEO titles for your homepage and individual posts or
pages.
You can then use your main keyword phrase as mentioned throughout your
content and in the file names of images you upload.
Of course, I always suggest going to for WordPress software on your own
domain, combined with an SEO optimized and responsive theme for the best
SEO possible.
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PROMOTE YOUR NICHE WEBSITE FOR
INCREASED TRAFFIC AND QUALITY
BACKLINKS
Once you have built your niche website and optimized your existing, you are
ready to start promoting your niche website.
I know you were expecting link building to be the next logical step after
optimization, but the beauty is that if you focus on promoting your niche
website, you will build links in the process. The right way!

BUILD SOCIAL PROFILES FOR
VISIBILITY
You can start with the simplest form of promotion social networks.
KnowEm offers a free search that allows you to find out if your niche website
name is available on the top social networks.
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Anywhere you see an available means you can get the exact name you search
as your username, such as twitter.com/yourusername.
Anywhere you see available crossed out just means you’ll have to modify your
username a bit.
Most of these social networks will allow you to create a profile with a link back
to your main site.
You’ll probably only have time to build up the main social profiles for your site,
such as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.
But you can still build those profiles and links to get your website visibility
going. KnowEm can point you to hundreds of them by category.

Or, if you don’t have the time, KnowEm offers packages to do it for you.
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GET TRAFFIC FROM SOCIAL MEDIA
GROUPS
There’s a big difference between creating lots of profiles on social networks
for backlinks and actually networking on social media.
The former will help you build links.
The latter will help you build authority and traffic, leading to a larger list and
more affiliate sales.
Facebook, LinkedIn, and Google+ all offer something that allows you to
promote your niche website, even if you have 0 followers. That something is
groups.
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Depending on your niche, you should find some groups on each of these
networks that you can join and ultimately find ways to promote your niche
website.
Check the group rules first to see if they allow you to share links, and make
sure that the people sharing links in the group are getting engagement.
A group that is just a big spamfest isn’t going to get you any traffic.
Once you find the group is link-friendly and that people actually engage with
the links, find ways to naturally promote your niche website’s content.

Do this by sharing new content to the group or answering questions in the
group with your content.
Note that the SEO value in the links you build within groups is 0.
What you’re going for is traffic that will hopefully lead to more social shares
of your content and more links to your content by others with similar niche
websites.
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GET TRAFFIC (AND LINKS) BY
PROVIDING EASY ANSWERS
Want some immediate traffic boosters?
Set up Google Alerts for questions asked about your niche that you can
answer with content from your website following the steps in this post.
These alerts will deliver questions to your inbox that you can answer with
links back to your content.
Again, the SEO value in many of the links you build on Q&A networks and
forums are minimal.
It’s the opportunity to drive traffic back to your niche website that is the key
goal here.
That traffic will hopefully lead to more social shares and more links.

FIND YOUR COMPETITOR’S BEST
BACKLINKS AND STEAL THEIR
RANKINGS
Using any popular SEO tool (Moz, Ahrefs, SEO PowerSuite, CognitiveSEO, etc.),
research the backlinks of your search competitors.
These are the websites that rank on the first page of search results for the
main keywords you are targeting with your niche website.
Use your SEO tool to sort the backlinks by strongest authority, or highest
quality.
This research will reveal how your competitors got to the first page of search
results.
You may find they have lots of links from social profiles, highly relevant
forums, guest posts, resource pages, or other types of sites, as Link Assistant
shows in the example below.
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Familiarize yourself with what you shouldn’t do when it comes to link building.
Then find the best links your competitors have and figure out how you can
obtain them.
It might be through submitting content, creating a great resource on your
website, or a simple link request.
Whatever you do, you have to make sure it is better than your search
competitor.
You need to find better (yet still relevant) sites to contribute guest
posts.
You need to create better guest post content.
You need to create better resources on your website.
You need to have a reason to link to your website that is better than
your competitors to use in your link request.
Or (for those that are resisting the creating content part of it all) you need to
know how to build links without content.
To beat your competitor in search, you will need to beat your competitor in
every way possible. Will it take time? Yes. Is it worth it? Absolutely!
To learn more about link building, be sure to check out this definitive guide to
link building in the next section.
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HOW TO DO SEO THE RIGHT way summary
This guide has just shown you the right way to do SEO.
A way that SEO becomes a way to rank and get traffic.

Put it into action and watch your rankings
climb and bring in visitors to your site.
In the next section you’ll learn how to safely
build links so your rankings and traffic stick.
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SAFE LINK BUILDING

(SO YOUR SITE WILL RANK LONGTERM
AND GET TRAFFIC)

link building

ain’t what it used to be.
Sometimes it seems downright dangerous.
With the Googlebot snooping around, and even guest posting for links declared
dead, are there any safe ways to build links left?
Yes.
And many of those link-building techniques can work especially well for affiliates.
So brew up a coffee, get a pen and paper, and let us walk you through an affiliate’s
link building strategy and plan.

By the end of this read, you’ll know everything
about how to build high-quality, long-term,
profitable links for your business.

LINK BUILDING STRATEGY
Here’s what we’re gonna do…
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ONLY BUILD QUALITY LINKS (FROM
SITES WE WON’T HAVE TO DISAVOW
LATER)
More is not always better, especially with links.
You’ll have a far better chance of seeing long-term benefits from your site if
you build good links from the start.
Cheap links might work for a few months, but you run a very high risk of
having to just disavow them a few months after that.
You also run the risk of having all your income cut in half just because you got
impatient and sloppy with your link building.

ONLY BUILD RELEVANT LINKS (MAKE
IT CONTEXTUAL, BABY)
There are exceptions to this, like if you can land a link on a massive, superhigh authority site, but they’re rare.
Still, there are a few SEOs that say links don’t have to be relevant. I’m not one
of them.
Besides, even if you can get away with irrelevant links now, they’re lowhanging fruit for the next update.
As Google gets smarter and smarter, and more and more rigorous about
which sites they’ll rank, they will have to continue to find ways to clear out
second-rate sites and their second-rate link building.
So focus your efforts on relevant links. If a few “irrelevant” links happen,
they’re fine. But put your focus into the relevant ones.
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BUILD A BLEND OF DIFFERENT KINDS
OF LINKS
This is super important. It can save your bacon.
Having all your links be from, say, blog comments, is almost a guaranteed way
to get stung for an unnatural link profile. So don’t do it.

WHAT IS A SAFE LINK-BUILDING
PROFILE?
There is no perfect example, but here’s something to aim for:
■ 15% blog comments.
■ 10% guest posts. Total 25%
■ 10% directory links. Total 35%
■ 20% social media links. Total 55%
■ 10% blog roll links. Total 65%
■ 20% links to content, apps or tools on your site. Total 85%
■ 5% paid links. Total 90%
■ 10% forum links. Total 100%
That is not the exact blend of links your particular site has to have, but it
illustrates the point: Don’t build just one kind of link.
You need at least five different link-building tactics that you use on a regular
basis.
This can be a little frustrating, because once you find an effective, easy way to
build links, you’re going to want to go to town on it. Resist.
Vary your links. It’s is some of the best link-building insurance and algorithm
update protection you can buy. I learned it the hard way.
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LINK BUILDING TACTICS: HERE’S HOW
WE’RE GONNA DO IT…
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

See where competitors are getting their links
Determine what quality of site you’re willing to get links from
Use social media
Use video
Use blog commenting
Use guest posting
Create crazy great content, including round-ups, infographics,
online tools, and controversial content
Master outreach
Find resource pages

SEE WHERE COMPETITORS ARE
GETTING THEIR LINKS
A word to the wise before we jump in:

Don’t try to analyze every competitor. It takes
too long.
Analyze no more than five at a time or you will fall into the trap that kills more
affiliates than anything else – endless education and analysis with no action.
Here’s another tip: Study the link profiles of your competitors that are doing
the most white hat SEO.
There are a bunch of tools that do a great job of competitor analysis, including
Moz, SEMRush, SEO Profiler, Majestic SEO and AHREFs. BacklinkWatch.com
(http://www.backlinkwatch.com/index.php) will also give you a detailed tally
of a competitor’s backlinks, and let you sort by anchor text, referring domains
and more.
You can download what you find to an excel file. It’s even free, and probably
one of the easiest competitor backlink tools to use.
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Also take a look at the link poaching post (http://nichehacks.com/linkpoaching/) NicheHacks published earlier this year.

DETERMINE WHAT QUALITY OF SITE
WE’RE WILLING TO GET LINKS FROM
This is where you decide on your standards.
While you probably won’t decide to place backlinks on any site you come
across, you do need to define what’s the minimum quality you’ll accept.
Having a rule for this will save you time analyzing and finding sites, and it will
keep you from getting lazy and just adding a link because it was a quick hit.
We still have page rank as a way to measure how good or important sites are,
but most SEOs will tell you page rank’s days are over.
Now we track “authority”, which is way squishier and less quantifiable than
page rank.
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Here are some basic metrics to look at when you’re deciding what your
minimum quality link will look like, or when you’re evaluating any link:
1. What’s the Alexa ranking? This is hardly the last word on how
worthy a site is, but it’s a start.
2. Social media presence: Facebook likes, Twitter followers,
Google pluses, maybe YouTube subscribers.
3. Any obvious blackhat techniques going on that they might get
stung for soon?
Do they have lots of pages with little content, or poor content. Lots of typos?
Broken links? Pages that haven’t been updated in more than two years?
4. How many inbound links do they have from first-rate, or even
second-rate sites you recognize?
5. Do they come up in a search for one of their article titles, or for
a search of their URL? If they don’t, they’ve gotten a manual
penalty or something similar.
That means you don’t even want to think about getting a link from them.

USE SOCIAL MEDIA
Building links on social media is really quite easy.
Just follow all the basic rules:
Promote your content only about 20% of the time.
The rest of the time, be talking to people or curate first-rate content
Read up on all the cool articles about best practices for the timing and
formatting of social media updates. Dan Zarella is great for Twitter.
Buffer just published a nice post about optimizing Facebook posts.
There are automated social media link building tools still available, like
SocialADR.
There are even credible reports (http://www.techtoucan.com/socialadrreview-case-study-29727) that they work.
You can probably get away with lightly using a tool like this IF no more than
10% of your overall links are coming from it.
But this is a borderline strategy. If you’re paranoid about a penalty, avoid it.
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Take note that there are other reasons to build links on social media than just
to increase your rankings in Google or Bing.
Ideally, you want to be building links that will drive real traffic to your site.
Why do this? Because if you ever do lose your search engine rankings, you’ll
have at least some traffic from social media.

USE VIDEO
We’re all so obsessed with Google search, but we forget the second biggest
search engine: YouTube.
Video is so effective some affiliates don’t even bother with building a website
– they just build a YouTube channel.
If you aren’t turning at least some of your content into videos, put a to-do item
for that on your list.
Because YouTube and videos are such a huge topic, we can barely scratch the
surface. There is a great article here for link building with videos.
There’s also a way to add an annotation called either a “website annotation”
or an “external annotation” to drive people directly to your website.
And, of course, you can add links to your video descriptions.
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USE BLOG COMMENTING
Blog commenting is a terrific way to build links, but you don’t want any more
than 20-25% of your total links to be from blog comments.
That said, blog commenting is a fairly fast way to get links from extremely
high-quality, niche sites. See this recent post I wrote about blog commenting
to learn more.

USE GUEST POSTING
Everybody knows about guest posting as a link building tactic. Most
everybody knows Matt Cutts declared this link building tactic so dead that he
said it was time to “stick a fork in it.”
Despite that judgment, thousands of marketers are still publishing guest
posts every day, including people like Neil Patel.
Guest posts are mostly used to build reputation, and for the trickle of traffic
they create, but honestly, there are still some link building benefits. If you want
to use this technique, follow these rules:
Only post on high-quality sites in your niche, or closely related to your niche.
Do not over-optimize your anchor text. The screenshot below is a good
example of how people are doing their author biographies now. Note the
absence of any keywords in the anchor text.

CREATE CRAZY GREAT CONTENT
Including round-ups, infographics, online tools, and controversial content
This is the smart affiliate’s way to build links. You can do especially well with
“round-up” posts where you ask 10-12 experts a question and then post their
replies in one long blog post.
You’re likely to get at least a couple of backlinks from their sites, and possibly
some social media attention. There is a trick with this, however. If you’re just
starting out, don’t try to go after the mega-stars of your niche.
Go after people who have social followings about two or three times the size
of yours. They’re more likely to reply to you, and they’re far more likely to link
back to you or to promote your content.
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MASTER OUTREACH
This is one of the most valuable skills anyone can have.
Doing outreach is basically about building and leveraging relationships, so if
the word “social media” just popped into your head, you get it.
Outreach can take a lot of forms.
One of the most common forms is when you create a piece of awesome
content, then you reach out to people who tend to share or write about that
kind of content. Aka, “influencers.”
Use tools like BuzzSumo to find influencers and sharers.
Write them a short email that includes their name, their website name, and
enough information about their site for them to know you actually looked
around it, and maybe even spent 5-10 minutes reading their content.
If you try to speed this process up, and just send everyone the same email,
you’ll get almost no replies.
It’s the customization, and the time spent doing it, that gets the results.
You can also do outreach through blogrolls. BuzzFeed has a nice tool that can
find you some opportunities for links.
Just be careful with this tactic – keep blogroll links to 10% or less of your total
inbound links.
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FIND RESOURCE PAGES
Some sites put up lists of websites and online resources that they find useful.
Sometimes, you can get on these lists if you ask.
Finding these sites is the hard part, but there is a tool that makes it fairly easy:
LinkProspector.
Even though I am generally very wary of link-building tools, this one could
save you a lot of time.
It doesn’t automate the link-building for you - it automates finding the sites
you could link to.
You can use it to find guest posting opportunities, forums, and every other
possible kind of inbound link.
The cost is about $2 per report if you go with the “pay as you go” program.
This is what a report looks like:

If you have even $20 to invest in link building, this is probably the best bang
for your buck you’re going to get.
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HERE’S WHAT WE’RE NOT GONNA DO:
USE BROKEN LINKS
I expect to get flack from at least one of you for putting this on the “don’t do”
list.
Many backlink pros, even the likes of Brian Dean, are still endorsing this tactic.
But it smells of spam, and it has all the earmarks of a technique that’s
eventually going to get slammed by a Google update.
That’s because it’s sneaky, it’s not based on benefiting the user, and it
involves paying for links. But if you insist on doing it anyway, at least learn
how to do it from the best.

USE PAID LINKS
Can you get away with a few of these? Probably. Are a lot of people still using
these?
You bet. Does that mean it’s a good idea to risk your business to buy paid
links? No. That said, you’ll probably see at least one of your competitors using
at least one paid link.

BUY BLOG REVIEWS
Why not? Because it’s a paid link. Also because any site that is selling reviews
is probably selling out in other ways, too.

PRIVATE BLOG NETWORKS (PBNS)
They had a great run, but Google has made several swipes at private blog
networks, and given the devastation, it’s just not smart to use these anymore.
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THE HOTH (AND PRETTY MUCH
EVERY OTHER SERVICE LIKE THEM)
This is a link-building service that will give you backlinks on Web 2.0 sites.
Despite a few case studies done by Hoth affiliates, I have yet to see
statistically valid ranking improvements from using their tool. That’s the first
strike against it.
Second strike is that building links on Web 2.0 sites is an old, increasingly
grey hat technique that could definitely get hit in an upcoming algorithm
change.
In other words, it’s a link-building technique on its way out.
Third strike is that the Hoth is fairly expensive for an affiliate budget – their
smallest package is $60 a month.
Fourth strike is that in the time you spend paying for Hoth and managing your
account, you’ve lost that time to build long-term high-value links.
But are people using The Hoth? You bet.
Are some of them getting results from it? Probably.
But this is a borderline link-building technique, and while I hate to not
recommend a company, I honestly do not recommend you use them.

BUY HUNDREDS OF DIRECTORY
LISTINGS
Do NOT do this.
Do not tell yourself it’s okay if you just vary the anchor text. Link building
through mass directory listings wasn’t a good idea five years ago, much less
now.
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TRY TO OVER-OPTIMIZE YOUR
ANCHOR TEXT
No matter what kind of links you’re building, vary your anchor text as much as
humanly possible.
Use tools like Majestic SEO or Removeem.com (https://www.removeem.com/
ratios.php) to make sure your link profile stays varied. Over-optimized linkbuilding is what let Penguin out of the box.

ANY AUTOMATED LINK-BUILDING
TACTIC
There is one clear rule about link-building. If it’s automated, it’s probably a
bad idea.

ANY PAID OR COMPENSATED LINKS
Again, sorry to be a joy-killer. There was a time when you could rank very well
just by buying links on all your competitor’s sites. Those days are over.
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SWAP LINKS
If you’ve been around a few years, you remember getting dozens, if not
hundreds of emails from webmasters you’d never heard of, with them offering
to swap links.
I haven’t seen many emails like this recently (thank you, spam filters) but if
you do get one, delete it.
You do not want to be swapping links with the kind of sites still using this
tactic.

A WORD ABOUT NEGATIVE SEO
Negative SEO is when somebody – a competitor, or just someone who’s
gratuitously malicious – rounds up a few of the worst, most black hat,
guaranteed-to-get-you-banned link tactics… and applies them to your site.
Google tried denying that negative SEO exists for awhile, but there’s just too
much proof to deny it anymore.
Fortunately, negative SEO is extremely rare, and even if it does happen to you,
the Google algorithm has measures in place that reduce the damage someone
can do to your site.
Also keep in mind that a lot of what people think is negative SEO is actually
old paid link packages they bought several years ago coming back to bite
them.
What looks like negative SEO can also happen from a current SEO trying to
“boost” your results.
It can also happen if your site has been hacked.
The truth is, true negative SEO is fairly rare.
But that doesn’t mean it never happens, and some niches in affiliate
marketing are very, very competitive.
Anything is possible. So while I don’t recommend you get paranoid about it,
stay aware:
■ Check your link profile on a regular basis, like once a month.
■ Get to know the Google disavow tool.
■ Read this article on Moz about negative SEO. It will give you an
extensive understanding of what it is, how it works and how
to deal with it. That article will also drive home that the vast
majority of us do not need to worry about negative SEO. There
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are plenty of things worth worrying about, but negative SEO is
very low on the list.

JUST TO RECAP, HERE’S WHAT
YOU SHOULD DO FOR YOUR LINKBUILDING:
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

See where competitors are getting their links
Determine the quality of site you’re willing to get links from
Use social media
Use video
Use blog commenting
Use guest posting
Create crazy great content, including round-ups, infographics,
online tools, and controversial content
Master outreach
Use resource pages

WHAT YOU SHOULDN’T DO:
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Private blog networks (PBNs)
The Hoth (and pretty much every other service like them)
Buying hundreds of directory listings.
Try to over-optimize your anchor text.
Any automated link-building tactic.
Paid or compensated links.
Swapped links.

I am sure there’ll be some debate about what’s safe or not safe for linkbuilding. I look forward to hearing from you in the comments.
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SAFE LINK BUILDING summary
In this section you’ve learned how to safely build links so that your site ranks
in the search engines and brings in traffic.
Follow this guide and you’ll create long term and sustainable search engine
rankings that aren’t going to see your site punished the second a new Google
algorithm update is released.

As always now it’s time for you to take action.
In the next section we’ll cover how to steal
your competitors’ rankings.
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HOW TO STEAL YOUR
COMPETITORS RANKINGS
Link building
has become an
Long gone are the times when building
links for your website felt like a data
entry job - copying and pasting content
on article marketing and online directory
sites are now a thing of the past.
Thanks to the continuous Google
algorithm updates rolled out since 2011,
marketers and link builders are forced to
acquire legitimate inbound links without
gamification.

art form.

This greatly benefited users as shallow
content has been weeded out from
search results in exchange for highquality pages.
Now comes the problem: to earn
backlinks from good sites, you need to
think outside the box and be creative.

This is where link poaching comes to play.
This type of link building tactic requires you to mine competitor backlinks and gain
backlinks of your own on the very same pages.
Link poaching is done best using Moz’s Open Site Explorer, which has some of the
most comprehensive data of links available for all websites.
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WHAT YOU NEED
■
■
■
■
■

Pages of your website that you wish to rank on search engine
A dedicated keyword that you want to optimize for the chosen pages
of your site.
Use Google Keyword Planner to look for competitive keywords, i.e.
high average monthly search volume, low competition. Here is a
classic guide on how to do keyword research by Moz
Access to Open Site Explorer
A spreadsheet tool to record gathered information. Use the
spreadsheet app on the Google Drive.

LINK POACHING: PROCESS
First, you need to determine your online
competitors first.
A quick search on Google for the target keyword of the page you plan on
optimizing will return you at least three results that you can consider as
competitors.
List down the web pages that rank on the first row of your spreadsheet.
Once you have nailed the pages of your competitors ranking for your chosen
keyword, go to Open Site Explorer and enter the URL of the ranking page on
the search bar.
You will be brought to the results page upon searching.
Click on the Inbound Links tab to view the backlinks of the page.
You will be able to view your competitor’s backlinks on the Title and URL of
Linking Page column.
The top of the list normally has the most Page Authority, which is the fourth
column.
The more you move down the list, the less Authority the page will have.
Now that you have the data at hand, this is where link poaching begins.
If you see a website from the first column that you want to gain a link from,
click on the URL and find how your competitor earned a link from the site.
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EXAMPLES ARE
■
■
■
■

Blog comments
Contextual link within the post body
Banner link on the sidebar or footer
Resource link

To locate the link much easier, you can refer to the Link Anchor Text column to
see which keyword or URL was used to link back to your competitor site.
Copy the anchor text, press CTRL + F and enter the text to locate the anchor
text from the page.
List down the URLs that you plan on acquiring links from on your spreadsheet
for future reference.
From here, you will be able to determine whether or not you can earn the same
type of link that your competitor has on the page.
If the link is a blog comment… you can comment on the post and place your
link there.
Keep in mind that you need to come up with a meaningful comment that
forwards the discussion or raises a good question based off the article.
Therefore, you must first read the post carefully and come up with a great
comment that also tastefully includes a link back to your site.
If the site owners feel that your comment is relevant to the discussion, they
will approve it along with the backlink.
However, you will have to come back to see if your comments goes live.
While blog commenting as a link building tactic is normally frown upon, it
really depends on how you present yourself through your comments.
Here’s what head of Google webspam Matt Cutts has to say with regard to
using blog commenting as a way to acquire links.
If the link is a contextual link within the post body… it can be that the article is
a guest post or that the author used your competitor site as a resource on his
or her post.
If the link is acquired through guest posting, then there’s a chance that the
site accepts more contributors to their site. Check out the site’s menu if
there’s a “Write For Us” page to learn how to get in as a guest blogger.
If you’re new to guest blogging, read this comprehensive guide from
KISSmetrics.
From here, you will be able to pitch for a guest blog and write it correctly to
increase your chances of getting published on the site.
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Early this year, Matt Cutts https://www.mattcutts.com/blog/guest-blogging/
However, approach guest posting not for the purpose of getting a link
(although guest posts give you the opportunity for a backlink to your site), but
to present yourself as a knowledgeable person within your niche, which can
nonetheless drive traffic to your site if they like your guest post.
If your link is found on the sidebar or footer of the site or is included as a
resource… acquiring your link this way will be much more difficult.
Normally, to gain these types of links, you need to know the webmaster.
More importantly, you will need the site owner to like your site for its
informative and helpful content.
You can, however, start by touching base with the site owners by sending
them an email through their site’s Contact page.

HERE’S A GOOD TEMPLATE TO START
YOU OFF
Hello, [name of site owner]!
I saw a page on your site [site URL where competitor link
is found] and I see that you are interested in websites that
offer [describe your niche of your competitor, which should
be similar to yours].
That said, I would love for you to visit my site [your site
URL], to which I am the site owner. I strongly feel that our
site can be used as a resource on your site, which should
help your visitors learn more about [your niche].
This can be improved upon once you start drafting your letter, but the idea
here should be that you need to offer your site not to simply acquire a link
from them, but to tell them what they will get in return from linking to your
site.
If done correctly following the steps above, link poaching will allow you to gain
valuable links from high-reputed sites that will help you rank higher on search
results over time based off your target keyword, all while gaining a foothold
with your competitors.
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STEAL YOUR
COMPETITORS RANKING summary
Now you’ve learned how to analyse your competitors backlinks and then go
out and get those links yourself so you can essentially “steal” their rankings.

So fire up OpenSiteExplorer and get to work!
When you start picking up these links to your
site then rankings will follow and traffic WILL
flow.
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FINAL WORDS
In this report you’ve learned...

How to do the

basics of seo
and keyword search.
As well as advanced (and safe)

link building

techniques.

And how to legally steal your

competitors’ rankings.

Once you get your SEO strategy in place you can rank high in the search
engines and drive traffic to your site.
As always the ball is now in your court.

You have to get out there and put it into action!
So go get started now...
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CONNECT with US
If you have any questions, queries or problems.
Or just want to chat then get in touch on the links below...

Nichehacks
www.nichehacks.com
www.twitter.com/niche_hacks
www.facebook.com/nichehacks
contact@nichehacks.com
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